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Stewart Lee began performing as a stand-up comedian at the age of 20 in 1988, and won the Hackney Empire new act of the year award in 1990. In the early 90's he wrote for and performed in various BBC Radio comedy shows, including Fist of Fun with Richard Herring, and On The Hour, with Steve Coogan and Chris Morris. For the rest of the decade he performed as a stand-up almost nightly on the London comedy circuit and wrote and performed in four series for BBC2 with Richard Herring, the duo's work eventually being cancelled in 1999 by the then channel controller Jane Root.

Stewart directed the Mighty Boosh's breakthrough Edinburgh show, Arctic Boosh, in 1999. The following year Stewart directed Simon Munnery's Golden Rose Of Montreux nominated show, Attention Scum, for BBC2, which was also cancelled by Jane Root before broadcast. After this, Stewart gave up comedy for four years, wrote an acclaimed novel called The Perfect Fool, published by 4th Estate in 2001, and moved into theatre. His show about Edward Lear, Pea Green Boat, ran at the Traverse, Edinburgh and Battersea Arts Centre, London, and is soon to be released as a limited edition 10” single.

In 2002, Stewart was also invited to help write and direct the composer Richard Thomas' developing work, Jerry Springer The Opera. The show won four Olivier awards after its National Theatre run, though its touring prospects and commercial future were eventually scuppered by the right wing pressure group, Christian Voice.

Returning to stand-up, Stewart's successful 2004 Edinburgh Fringe show, Stand-Up Comedian, was released on DVD in 2005. A film of his 2005 Edinburgh show, 90's Comedian, is available from www.gofasterstripe.com.  A BBC2 stand-up series was commissioned in 2005, but the offer was inexplicably withdrawn in April 2006.  In 2006, Stewart directed Eric Bogosian's Talk Radio at the Edinburgh fringe, authored a Channel 5 film about blasphemy, New Puritans, and went to New Mexico to make a BBC Radio 4 documentary about Native American clowns, White Face Dark Heart. In January 2007 a new solo theatre piece, What Would Judas Do?, ran for a month in a double bill with Mark Ravenhill’s Product at the Bush Theatre, London.

Stewart is currently working on a second novel, and a new stand-up show for the summer of 2007, called 41st Best Stand-Up Ever, reflecting his position in a recent and spurious Channel 4 run-down of comedians. He is in an ongoing process of devising a show at the National Theatre studio workshop about William Blake, and folksingers in the Napoleonic wars, with assistance from Johnny Vegas and the musician Eliza Carthy, and is also collaborating with Vegas on a theatre piece called Interiors, due to premier at the Manchester festival in July 2007.

Stewart writes weekly about music for the Sunday Times, has had poems and stories published in various anthologies, penned sleeve notes for albums by The Go-Betweens, The Fall and Trees, and is a patron of London's Arts Radio station Resonance FM. His awards include the anti-Perrier Tap Water Award, Greg Fleet’s Melbourne Festival Piece Of Wood Award, and a Chortle award for Outstanding Contribution To Comedy, as well as various chunky lead statuettes of famous actors' heads for his work with Richard Thomas on Jerry Springer The Opera. Stewart has performed in comedy festivals in Adelaide, Melbourne, Auckland, Montreal, Cork, Leicester, Glasgow and Kilkenny, and has worked on the Edinburgh fringe for 20 of the last 21 years, where he plans to die.

“A strikingly provocative, often extremely funny, slightly overambitious blend of the personal and the political. .. Lee’s dour, steady delivery belies one of the most playful spirits in comedy. His precision of language both highlights the muddle-headedness of his targets and creates gloriously vivid pictures…. Lee is out there pushing the form like nobody else. This is awkward but thrilling stuff.” – Times
“Lee's subtlety and intelligence that make his act exceptional. He does very little - no silly voices, no props, no gurning, no sound effects. But he is so sure of his grip on the crowd, which at times was close to hypnotic, that he can stop halfway through a joke to await the doubled wave of laughter that will come when the audience work out the punchline for themselves.” – Guardian
“Lee is like an angry young man trapped in the body of a mature and hugely intelligent one. That is a killer combination. He then wraps it up by brilliantly and irrefutably justifying everything he has just said. And adds a little belly-laugh as a coda. This is comedy as an ideologically lethal weapon, in the hands of a crack shot.” The Scotsman
“One of the top three or four living stand-ups.. stand-up that should win the Booker prize” – Time Out

“Lee's show is a masterclass in what the best stand-up can look like” – The Observer
The worst stand-up I have ever seen… seems to aim his set at angry, atheist comic book, nerd Morrissey fans.. as smug and contemptible as Richard Herring. There is a lesson here for The Mighty Boosh. If you don’t move on this will be the fate that awaits you so be very wary. – Graham Simmons, Chortle
For further updates see www.stewartlee.co.uk
